
Revised American-Soviet Draft Treaty on the Prohibition
of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the
Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil thereof, October 30,
19691

The States Parties to this Treaty,
Recognizing the common interest of mankind in the progress of the

exploration and use of the seabed and the ocean floor for peaceful
purp oses,

Considering that the prevention of a nuclear arms race on the seabed
and the ocean floor serves the interests of maintaining world peace,
reduces international tensions, and strengthens friendly relations
among States,

Convinced that this Treaty constitutes a ,step towards the exclusion
of the seabed, the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof from the arms
race, and determined to continue negotiations concerning further meas-
ures leading to this end,

Convinced that this Treaty constitutes a step towards a Treaty on
General and Complete Disarmament under strict and effective inter-
national control, and determined to continue negotiations to this end,

Convinced that this Treaty will further the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations, in a manner consistent with the
principles of international law and without infringing the freedoms
of the high seas,

Have agreed as follows :

ARTICLE ' I

1. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake not to emplant or
emplace on the seabed-and the ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof
beyond the maximum contiguous zone provided for in the 1958 Geneva
Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone 2 any
objects with nuclear weapons or any other types of weapons of mass
destruction, as well as structures, launching installations or any other
facilities specifically designed for storing, testing or using such
weapons.

2. The undertakings of paragraph 1 of this Article shall also
apply within the contiguous zone referred to in paragraph 1 of this

r i CCD/269/Rev. 1, Oct. 30, 1969.
15 UST 1606.

DECLASSIFIED
PA/HO Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended
August 6, 2007



DOCUMENTS ON DISARMAMENT, 1969

Article, except that within that zone they shall not apply to the coastal
state.•

S. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake not to assist, en-
courage or induce any. State to commit actions prohibited by this
Treaty and not to participate in any other way in such actions.

ARTIcrai H

1. For the purpose of this Treaty the outer limit of the contiguous
zone referred to in Article I shall be measured in accordance with the
provisions of Part I Section II of the 1958 Geneva Convention on the
Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone and in accordance with
international law.

2. Nothing in this Treaty shall be interpreted as supporting or prej-
udicing the position of any State Party with respect to rights or
claims which. such State Party may assert, or with respect to recogni-
tion or non-recognition of rights or claims asserted 'by any other State,
related to waters off its coasts, or to the seabed and the ocean floor.

ARTICLE III

1. In order to promote the objectives and ensure the observance
of the provisions of this Treaty, the States Parties to the Treaty shall
have the right to verify the activities of other States Parties to the
Treaty on the seabed and the ocean. floor and in the subsoil thereof
beyond the maximum contiguouszone, referred to in Article I, if
these activities raise doubts concerning the fulfilment of the obligations
assumed under this Treaty, without interfering with such activities
or otherwise infringing rights recognized under international law,
including the 'freedoms of the high seas.

2. The right of verification recognized by the States Parties in
paragraph 1 of this Article may be exercised by any State Party
using its own means or with the assistance of any other State Party.

3. The States Parties to the Treaty undertake to consult and co-
operate with a view to removing doubts concerning the fulfilment of
the obligations assumed under this Treaty. In the event that consulta-
tion and co-operation have not removed the doubts and there is serious
question concerning the • fulfilment of the obligations assumed under
this Treaty, States Parties to this Treaty may, in accordance with
the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, refer the 'matter
to the Security Council.

Amax IV

Any State Party to the Treaty may propose amendments to this
Treaty. Amendments shall enter into force for ea=ch State Party to the
Treaty accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by a major-
ity of the 'States Parties to the Treaty and thereafter for each remain-
ing State Party on the date of acceptance by it.

ARTICLE V

Five years after the entry into force of this Treaty, a conference
of Parties to the Treaty shall be held in Geneva, Switzerland, in order
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to review the operation of this Treaty with a view to assuring that
the purposes of the Preamble and the provisions of the Treaty are being
realized. 'Such review shall take into account any relevant technological
developments. The review conference shall determine in accordance
with the views of a majority of those Parties attending whether and
when an additional review conference shall be convened.

ARTICLE VI

Each Party._to this Treaty shall in exercising its national sovereignty
have the right to withdraw from this Treaty if it decides that extraor-
dinary events related to the subject matter of this Treaty have
jeopardized the supreme interests of its country. It shall give notice
of such withdrawal to all other Parties to the Treaty and to the
United Nations Security Council three months in advance. Such
notice shall include a statement of the extraordinary events it considers
to have jeopardized its supreme interests.

ARTICLE VII

1. This Treaty shall be open for signature to all 'States. Any State
which does not sign the Treaty before its entry into force in accordance
with paragraph 3 of this Article may accede to it at any time.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory
States. Instruments of ratification and of accession shall be deposited
with the Governments of .. 	  which are hereby desig-
nated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Treaty shall enter into force after the deposit of instru-
ments of ratification by twenty-two Governments, including the Gov
ernments designated as Depositary Governments of 'this Treaty.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are
deposited after the entry into force of this Treaty it shall enter into
force on the date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification
or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall forthwith notify the Gov-
ernments of all States signatory and acceding to this Treaty of the
date of each signature,'of the date of deposit of each instrument of
ratification or of accession, of the date of the entry into force of this
Treaty, and of the receipt of other notices.

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Governments
pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the 'United Nations.

ARTICLE VIII

This Treaty, the English, Russian, French, Spanish and Chinese
texts of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives
of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified copies of this Treaty
shall be transmitted by the Depositary Governments to the Govern-
ments of the States signatory and acceding thereto.

In witness whereof the undersigned, 'being duly authorized thereto,
have signed this Treaty.

Done in 	  at 	  this 	  day of 	
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